
Cautions
Kit contains small and/or sharp parts

      NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14
Always wear your safety glasses when you are working with CA glues and 

when cutting, shaping, or snipping parts and when painting.
Also use adequate ventilation when working with glue or paint.

This kit is chock full of detail and character and is ready to serve 

your town in a number of ways, not just a broken down store for 

rent. Get creative, change the façade or add a little lean-to on one 

side. This can be built as a stucco building or left as is to depict a 

stone structure. You apply as little or as much stucco as you desire. 

With so many options you can quickly build several of these and they 

don't have to look the same.Frenchman River Model Works

Thank you for purchasing this kit. We hope you enjoy building and displaying Store For Rent 
as much as we have enjoyed producing it. If you have any questions or comments, please 

email us at: frenchmanriver@gmail.com or send a letter to the address below.

Made in the USA

PO Box 86
Langdon, ND 58249

(701) 256-2129
www.frenchmanriver.com

Frenchman River Model Works reserves the right to change or alter this kit without prior notice. 
This kit, its contents, and its packaging are all ©opyright protected.
©2010 Thomas A Yorke         © 2021 James and Anna Cleveland

O/On30 (1:48) Scale Kit #5065

www.frenchmanriver.com
All these items are available separately at:

We offer a wide selection of Dr Ben’s products as well as many detail parts to 

complete your scene such as crates, barrels, 55 gallon steel drums, pallets, and many 

people to populate your scene. 

Frenchman River Model Works O/On30 1:48 Scale Store For Rent

Store 4 Rent
Abandoned Building
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D e s i g n e d !

Produced by Frenchman River Model Works

Designed and mastered by Thomas A Yorke

wipe a little off, then stipple the color in place leaving a lot of areas unpainted. This 

needs to be done roughly to look like chipped paint. The more “wood” that shows, the 

more the paint looks chipped off. Two coats seem to work best for this effect. 

Sometimes I will even vary the color just a tiny bit for the second coat and this adds a 

subtle kind of shadow effect. Go over what you previously applied. Don’t do any new areas 

of color.

For rust, I use Dr. Ben’s Instant Age Weathering Solution (black) (*also available from 

Frenchman River Model Works) on top of the pre-primed brown “metal” surfaces and, 

when dry, apply a splotchy and uneven application of Dr. Ben’s Realistic Rust over the 

black. This can be followed up with dry pigment rust, also by Dr. Ben. Have fun with these 

areas as they really make the building come alive. The roofing panel is done in the same 

manner. When my roof was finished, I applied a very light dry-brush coat of Metallic Gun 

Metal to bring out the metal look. This should be done in a very subtle manner. Do not 

overdo this.

The Completion. The rear door can be glued in place as shown as well as the front if you 

wish to use it. Glue the window plug in place or leave it off. Your choice! The roofing can 

now be glued on. Use super glue for all of this. Drill a hole in the column as shown and 

insert the tiny piece of rebar. Rust the bar. Add the broken door frame remnants as 

shown. I applied a final dusting of Rotton Stone overall to tone down the building and tie 

it all together. Cut out and add the poster (*we have included multiple signs to be applied 

as you choose)
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Resin Parts
4    Walls
1    Roof Piece
2    Broken Wall Sections
1    Door
1    Window Plug
1    Sheet Metal/Wood Door Cover
2    Broken Door Frame Pieces

 “columns” need to be glued in place. Use super glue for this and follow the drawings. 

Let these set up well. No need in gluing the paintbrush to the walls! Give all the parts 

for the kit an undercoat of medium gray acrylic. Then mix up a small batch of very 

thin gray stain using the same gray acrylic. Make enough for several coats on the 

whole building. Using a large, flat soft brush, give all surfaces  of the walls a coat of 

stain. It should flow right on into all cracks. it will be very light, of course. You will 

need to apply several more coats to build up the tone. Stop when the wall is just a 

little darker than you want it to be. That may be six coats or so. Apply the successive 

stains while the stain is still wet. Do not let it dry until you are finished. Stain all 

four walls as such and let dry. Now it is time to apply the mortar between the stones. 

Use Gesso, sold in Art Stores. This is used full strength and with a 1/4” wide bristle 

brush. Scrub the Gesso into the cracks and right over the stones in a small area. 

Immediately wipe off with a clean, dry rag and repeat the process until the entire 

wall is finished. Do all four walls. A little bit of the Gesso will remain on the stones 

and tend to lighten them a little. That is why when you stain the walls they should be 

a little darker than you ultimately want. 

2. The Assembly. Glue all four walls together as shown and let set up completely. 

Use CA Glue for this. Keep the base level. If you wish, you can reinforce the inside 

corners with scrap wood for extra strength. 

4. The Details. The roofing and the doors and window can now be painted. You will 

note that there is a choice of front “doors” or rather boarding. Use whichever 

strikes your fancy. These parts should be stained with a thin Burnt Umber acrylic 

stain. It may take a few coats. Do not stain evenly as variation is important to the 

overall effect. The bare wood can be given a coat of dry-brush Antique White to 

lighten it a little and make it look sun-bleached. I indicated chipped paint with the 

use of a small flat brush and paint straight from the bottle. Dip the brush tip and 

3. To Stucco or not to Stucco. The structure can be left as such if you wish or you 

can apply some stucco to make it look really worn. The Spackling Paste should be 

applied with a palette knife: sold in the same Art Store as the Gesso. An inexpensive 

plastic one is fine. Apply the paste liberally to the surface. Do not apply evenly or 

completely. Leave bare spots where the stucco has “fallen” off. Smooth out the 

surface somewhat but not perfectly and let this set up over night. You may need to 

go back and apply a little more over what you already have to make things look right, 

but remember, this is supposed to be a very worn wall. it should look pretty bad. Do 

the entire building in this manner. When set, the surface can be lightly sanded, but 

do not smooth it out too much. You want the irregularities on the surface. Just 

remove the really high spots. The Spackling Paste can be chipped with the point of an 

X-Acto knife to further enhance the effect. Once you get going with this, you’ll see 

how much fun it is. Get some of the corners, as these are somewhat protected areas. 

Use the palette knife to “cut-in” the corners. Use the stucco to fill in at the corners 

any unsightly gaps. Let dry completely. Add some cracks in the surface with the point 

of the X-Acto here and there for a nice, worn look. The stucco can now be pointed 

any color you like or left white. If white, apply a very thin stain of brown to tint and 

age the surface. Very thin stain can be flowed into the cracks to accentuate them.

Kit Contents

Kit Notes
This kit was originally designed by Thomas Yorke and is now being produced by Frenchman 
River Model Works. We have tried to keep it as true to his original design and construction 

as possible. The following are his original instructions. Any additions or clarifications are 
marked with an asterisk. 

1. The Four Walls. Whether the walls will have a stucco finish or not, the first order 

of business will be to paint the walls. (*we recommend using a white primer to give a 

good base coat to help the paint adhere before painting.) I followed the prototype very 

closely. The colors on the front, see photo (see website), are exactly as they appeared. 

Multi-color! I use craft acrylic paints. But before we get to that, the two small resin 

(*be sure to wash all resin parts in warm soapy water, rinse and dry)

The idea for this structure came from a photo of the facade found o Flickr one 

afternoon while surfing the Internet. I had to imagineer the other three sides of the 

little building, but I think the result is a wonderful liitle store that is full of detail and 

character. The kit is largely Hydrocal with a few special resin detail castings. (*the 

hydrocal has been replaced with resin parts) It is a great kit on which to learn 

assembly and painting. It represents an old shop that has closed and is awaiting a new 

owner. It is a fixer-upper. It can be built just as it is with exposed stone walls or it can 

have a stucco applied as shown in the drawings and photos. The stucco is actually 

Spackling Paste that can be found in paint stores and department stores (*we used dry 

wall mud also easily sourced). Use the heavy kind as opposed to the lighter whipped 

variety. I will cover the stucco effect at the appropriate time in construction should 

one want to try it. 

Miscellaneous Parts
Signs
Rebar
Instructions
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